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The One Resource with All the Facts You hear about Israel in the news regularly, but beyond

the many opinions and preconceptions, do you really know what to make of the conflicts and

controversies in the Middle East? What Should We Think About Israel? exposes the main

current issues and provides well-researched objective facts to help you learn the truth about

Israel’s past, present, and future. This compilation from experts including Walter Kaiser, Jr.,

David Brickner, Mitch Glaser, Michael Brown, Arnold Fructenbaum, and Steven Ger, will help

you answer the tough questions:What is the history of the strife and suffering that continues in

Israeli and Palestinian territories—and what are the potential solutions?What are the significant

and long-term implications of locating the US Embassy in Jerusalem?Why is the Holocaust still

such a big deal nearly 75 years after it happened?What is the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions

movement all about?What is being done to restore relations between Jews and Arabs?Learn

from respected scholars how to look past the heated debates and discern for yourself what is

important to know about Israel, and how that affects you today. 
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1998).ForewordThese are dangerous days in which we live! The storm clouds are gathering.

The lightning is flashing—and the lightning rod is Israel. Christians cannot deny or ignore the

significance of the nation of Israel…The eyes of the entire world are upon the tiny state of

Israel, and your eyes need to be there too, because the Jews and Israel are the people and the

land of destiny. As the Jew goes, so goes the world. Israel is God’s yardstick. Israel is God’s

measuring rod. Israel is God’s blueprint. Israel is God’s program for what He is doing in the

world.ADRIAN ROGERS, UNVEILING THE END TIMES IN OUR TIMEThe eyes of the world

are on Israel, and our eyes need to be there too. Whatever your denomination, affiliation, or

theological background, you should care about what the Bible says about Israel’s present and

future in God’s plan for the ages. Israel is mentioned more than 2,500 times in the Bible. After

almost 2,000 years of dispersion to more than 70 nations, the modern state of Israel was

founded in 1948, and the Jewish people are still being regathered to their ancient

homeland.What Should We Think About Israel? That’s not an easy question to answer

because there are so many other questions connected to it—about the Arab-Jew relations, the

Temple Mount, anti-Semitism, and more. Unfortunately, the answers to these questions are

often buried underneath piles of politics, personal opinions, preconceptions, prejudice, and

provocation. Historical revision clouds the past and confuses the present. Discussions about

Israel often generate great heat but little light. More and more today, Israel is demonized at

every turn—even by evangelical Christians. Who and what are we to believe? Where can we

get more light? What Should We Think About Israel?Finally, there is a balanced book that

passionately, yet objectively and carefully, examines the biblical evidence to answer this

question and provide sound, well-researched conclusions. The authors of this book share a

simple, straightforward approach—they interpret the text of Scripture through the lens of a

consistent, literal method of interpretation. Using this approach, they capably guide us through

the modern maze of confusion surrounding today’s important questions about the Jewish

people and the land of Israel.While I have studied this subject extensively, I have learned a

great deal from this book. In fact, it’s the best book I’ve read on this topic. I cannot recommend

it highly enough.This book will challenge you. It will connect you with God’s plan for the Jewish

people. It may even convince you. But most importantly, it will call you to recognize the

covenant-keeping God who is faithful to every one of His promises, including those made to

the people of Israel.Dr. Mark HitchcockSenior Pastor, Faith Bible Church, Edmond,

OKAssociate Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Theological SeminaryPREFACEWhat

Should We Think About This Book?RANDALL PRICEIn the mass of publications about the

Middle East, this book is different. It exposes the key issues of conflict and controversy,



provides objective facts, and allows readers to examine their own belief systems and opinions

on the matters presented. The contributors come from American, European, Jewish, and Arab

backgrounds, live in various countries of the Middle East as well as Europe and the United

States, and represent different academic, religious, and political disciplines. Most have

published previously on their topics and some are recognized leaders in their field. The unifying

goal is for this to serve as a practical resource that helps readers not only know what to think,

but to do so in a fully informed way.When one hears the word Israel, what should he think?

One blog site states,Israel. The very name means different things to different people. It is a

geographic place: the ancient land of the Israelites as well as a modern Mediterranean nation.

It is a people: practitioners of Judaism who see themselves as descended from Biblical Jacob.

It is a hot-button political topic, a homeland, a vacation destination and—perhaps most

significantly—it is the place where three of the world’s major religions converge, creating a

palimpsest of history that is one of the richest and most complex in the world.1With so many

options regarding one place, it might be thought impossible to even suggest what someone

should think about Israel! But, that is the purpose of this book, and in it we want to connect

ancient Israel (the place and the people) and the ancient promises made to the Jews (in

distinction from the other two religions that have staked their claim there) with modern Israel

(again, the place and the people) and the controversies and conflicts that exist as a result of

the Jewish people’s return to the Land.This Book’s FocusOur primary focus will be on Israel’s

role in the Middle East conflict and the theological and practical controversies that have

resulted. In each chapter, this book will ask a question about how we should think about Israel

and certain specific issues that touch the lives of millions of people in the Middle East as well

as those who live in the West. While Israel remains our subject, we have not forgotten the Arab

population living within Israel as fellow citizens with the Jewish people, the Palestinian

population that shares Israel’s borders, and the greater Arab world that shares a concern for

how the rest of the globe, especially the West, thinks about Israel. Within the scope of what our

subject allows, we have sought to address the issues related to the Arab people and their

plight, yet with an appeal to them to understand the biblical worldview we adopt and why it

makes a difference for all of our futures.There are, of course, hundreds of books that have

already been published on Israel (many of the contributors to this book have written some of

them), but where does one go to separate fact from fiction in this plethora of literature written

from diverse and often opposing perspectives? Are we truly getting the facts on these matters

of international importance, or just spin from agenda-driven sources? Mike Evans, a

bestselling author and the founder of the Friends of Zion Museum in Jerusalem, underscores

this problem. He reports that he once asked a joint chief of staff what determines when wars

begin and end. He said this official whispered in his ear, “The media.”2Today we hear

accusations being made from the highest office in the US concerning “fake news,” stories that

are largely fiction created to serve a private (usually political) agenda. The problem with such

“fake news” is that the average person who depends on the internet or television or even the

newspaper (yes, some still read them) to give him or her daily information on the affairs of state

has no reason to suspect he or she is being manipulated by misinformation. The problem,

however, as the ancient Greek philosopher Thucydides noted, is that “most people do not take

pains to get at the truth of things but believe the first thing they hear.” The public cannot be

faulted for this because many people are not equipped to recognize fake news, nor do they

have the means within themselves to counter it.Sometimes the problem is not fake news, but

no news at all on matters of significance. I often find more important news running on the ticker

tape at the bottom of some televised news broadcasts than in their planned programming.



Even when the news is delivered accurately, it is still presented selectively so that the full

picture of events, especially in the Middle East, go unreported by the press and therefore

unknown by the public. A historical example of this is the Jewish persecution that took place in

Arab countries and the subsequent expulsion and dispersion of 850,000 Jewish refugees from

those lands as a consequence of the UN partition vote in 1947.3Many publications have

focused exclusively on a similar situation that has existed for Arab people in the Middle East,

and while their plight should be made known, the forced Jewish exile should not be overlooked.

The present-day media spotlight is often focused on Gaza and Palestinian resistance to Israeli

occupation (despite the fact that in 2005 Israel disengaged from Gaza and that Gaza has had

Palestinian autonomy under an elected Palestinian government since 2006), while just up the

coast near Damascus, Syria, we come to Yarmouk, the site of the largest Palestinian refugee

camp in the Middle East. There, a population of some 200,000 Palestinians have been

bombed, driven from their homes, and starved to death by the Syrian army and Islamist

groups. As of 2018, the population of the camp is between 100–200 Palestinians.4 The

suffering in this literal death camp is a humanitarian “catastrophe” (Arabic nakba, the term

used by Palestinians for Israel’s declaration of a state in 1948), yet it has scarcely been heard

of by the international community.5Similarly, it has been observed that the death toll in a single

day of the Syrian conflict is more than that of all the wars and conflicts between Israel and the

Arab world combined! Yet such comparisons are never made in the mainstream media

because the problem is not strictly a humanitarian concern but a political agenda against the

Jewish state, and it is deemed politically correct to depict Israel and Israel alone as the root

cause of all conflict and suffering in the region.In our time, there has also arisen an “online

intifada” of terrorists and hate groups that use social media to incite violence against Israel and

the Jewish people worldwide. This has become a problem that is difficult, if not impossible, to

monitor, one that has influenced terrorist acts against Israel and the Jewish community and

has affected the perceptions that Millennials and Generation Z have toward Israel as a

negative and even hostile entity. Many believe that the widespread acceptance of the BDS

(Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) movement on university campuses is due to its promotion via

the online intifada.6So where can we go for objective reporting on the Middle East conflict and

the controversies that emerge from it—or any news, for that matter? First, we should take the

idea of complete and unbiased objectivity off the table. Within a democratic society, especially

one that values its right to free thinking and free speech per the guarantees in the US

Constitution, everyone has a right to their opinion and feels the right to advance it for the good

of their cause. Where opinions differ, the politically correct virtue is to keep an open mind. This

was often stated when Supreme Court justice Brett Kavanaugh underwent his 2018

confirmation hearing. Congressional inquirers repeatedly asked him if he could approach

decisions impartially and “with an open mind.” What his questioners wanted to know was

whether his religious, political, or personal views could sway him in his judicial decision

making.Kavanaugh replied that he would base his decisions on the law (an objective standard

outside himself)—and in that sense, he would be open to whatever the law would allow. This in

itself constitutes a decision (rather a presupposition) that the law is an acceptable and

objective standard, even though it was forged out of the strong opinions of this nation’s

forefathers, who were reacting to the tyranny they had experienced under British rule. Yet

without a presupposition of something, we all lack a starting point. As one humorist said, “If you

have too open a mind, your brains may fall out!” We may argue about our differing

presuppositions, but we all have them. The question will then be this: Which presupposition is

the best starting point for dealing with the complex political, social, and emotional issues



surrounding the Middle East conflict?This Book’s ContributorsAs mentioned earlier, the

contributors in this book come from Arab, Israeli, Jewish, European, and American

backgrounds. Their different cultures affect their daily perspectives and decisions, yet they are

united by a common conviction that they must weigh their views and actions by a higher

standard that supersedes their diverse backgrounds. That is the presupposition that guides

them: They interpret the events and issues that form the Middle East conflict (much of which

they have experienced firsthand) from a presupposition that the Scripture (the Bible, containing

the Old and New Testaments) is authoritative. You may not share their biblical conviction, but

you are invited to give them a hearing and compare your own standard of evaluating facts in

the process.Read the biographies of these contributors, and you will see that many live in the

context of the current conflict and have a passion for justice and a compassion for those who

suffer from injustice. In fact, they would say that their biblical worldview compels them to think,

feel, and act in this way. Some Jewish contributors lost family members in the Holocaust yet try

to reconcile with those who were once perceived as enemies in order to promote peace. They

will say that such peace is only possible, despite conflicting political persuasions, if hearts can

be united by a common conviction and allegiance to God. Throughout the Middle East today

there is such spiritual reconciliation taking place, though it’s happening underground due to

local persecution and therefore it goes unseen and unreported. Such a change of heart is the

only means of achieving a change of mind when lives have been shattered by religious and

national conflict.This Book’s AudienceThis book is for anyone who may feel either uninformed

of the biblical teaching concerning Israel or who may feel confused by the negative climate that

surrounds Israel’s role in the Middle East conflict and what they have heard from the media or

other sources. Statistically, many younger people today view the subject of Israel with

increasing disinterest if not disdain. Others who have watched the news headlines over recent

decades often wonder how to make sense of the frequently conflicting information that’s out

there.Most of us who are contributors to this book have experienced the dramatic changes that

have occurred in the Middle East over multiple decades and are able to speak with firsthand

knowledge about things that are little known today. We grew up in an era when the events in

the Middle East, and especially in Israel, forced us to reconsider the ancient texts of the Bible

and to become more aware of how these events were part of a divine plan for the ages. With

that in mind we offer facts from our lifetimes of evaluating the evidence from the biblical

worldview. We believe it is necessary to share this knowledge at this juncture in history

because we have observed that younger generations have often adopted perspectives based

on the perceived ill-treatment of others (injustice) as stated in popular reporting, and have

consequently championed their cause without accurate knowledge of key facts that all too

often are overlooked.While we, too, advocate justice for the oppressed, we are aware that

some of what is called oppression is actually the result of political agendas and is not entirely

based on the real attitudes of the resident populations. In fact, those often deemed the

“oppressors” from a politically correct perspective have been part of a greater history of

oppression in which they themselves have suffered injustice and continue to do so on an

unparalleled scale. Therefore, it is necessary to separate the sentiments that may at times

result from fictitious reports (fake news) from a proper passion for justice and reconciliation

based on an accurate assessment of the facts. In addition, polls taken among young

evangelical Christians have shown a decided move away from traditional support for Israel and

a disinterest in biblical prophecy, which is largely Israel-centered. Some of the contributions in

this book seek to encourage balanced thinking in this area.Because we want to allow for self-

expression and structured thinking on the topics presented, we have provided a means for you



to journal your personal responses after each chapter. We trust this will enable you to engage

more actively with the issues we address and retain a record of your thoughts as they continue

to form on these important matters.Finally, it is our hope that people will recognize that the

issues connected with the Middle East conflict will only escalate in days to come, and that a

lasting solution is unattainable from the political process alone. The peace that is longed for in

this world must start within, rather than from without. Only an understanding of the real cause

of the conflict and its continuance can provide the proper basis for the greater appeal to the

One who governs these events and has His own plan to resolve them in perfect

peace.INTRODUCTIONWhy Should We Think About Israel?MARK L. BAILEYWhen I consider

what one should think about Israel, four things come to mind: a Bible, a newspaper, a church,

and a telescope. The Bible is where we find out what God thinks about Israel. The newspaper

brings the contemporary conflict of the Middle East to our attention. The church comes to mind

because it is somewhat divided as to its view of the Jews and the nation of Israel. And last, the

function of a telescope is to see more clearly what is far away—in this case, the unknown

future. Is God finished with Israel, or does the nation have a future in His plans?The Bible—

What Does God Think About Israel?God refers to Israel as a people of His “own

possession” (Deuteronomy 7:6); His “special treasure” (Psalm 135:4), and even the “apple of

His eye” (Zechariah 2:8). The psalmist affirms that God’s affectionate choice has not been set

on any other nation (Psalm 147:20). With Deuteronomy 7:6-10 as a central text detailing the

purposes for which God chose Israel, along with other passages that speak to this, one can

summarize that God chose Israel to be the channel through which the Messiah would come, a

light to the nations and a repository of the truth.Channel of the MessiahThe family tree of

Jesus the Messiah begins with the very first promise that one would come through the human

race and bring victory over the enemy (Genesis 3:15). Out of all the nations of the world, God

chose one, via a covenant with Abraham, through which He would bring the One who would

bless the world (Genesis 12:1-3). God further determined He would come through the tribe of

Judah (Genesis 49:8-10), and more specifically, from the family of David—to whom the throne,

a house, and a kingdom were promised, all of which would never be taken away (2 Samuel

7:13-17). The village in which the Shepherd-King of Israel would be born was identified as

Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Even the male gender of the Messiah was identified 700 years before

His birth (Isaiah 9:6). While it may be typological from the Old Testament angle, the miracle of

the virgin-born Son of God brought the Messiah incarnate into the world in fulfillment of

prophecy (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23) at just the right time to deliver people from the curse of

sin though His substitutionary death (Galatians 4:4). In the seminal passage regarding the

Abrahamic covenant, the promised “seed” of Abraham are the recipients and the conduits of

blessing. They are to be blessed as descendants of Abraham, and they are called to be a

blessing to the rest of the world (Genesis 12:2-3). As the Bible states, how people respond to

this chosen nation will determine whether they are blessed or cursed by God (Genesis

12:3).Light to the NationsAs promised in the Abrahamic covenant, it is through the seed of

Abraham that blessing will come to the world. God’s mission has always been for the world to

know Him as God. Isaiah 42:6-7 records these words spoken to Israel:I am the LORD, I have

called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, and I will

appoint You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open blind eyes, to bring

out prisoners from the dungeon and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.Then in

Isaiah 49:6 God said, “It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise up the

tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also make You a light of the

nations so that My salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” God’s saving activity in Israel



was designed to transform the people into His servants through whom the world could hear the

good news and be saved.Malachi 1:1-5 reveals that God’s elective love of Israel in contrast to

Edom was so that the Lord would be magnified beyond the borders of Israel. This is a repeated

theme throughout the Hebrew Bible. In the Exodus narrative, Moses told Pharaoh that God

was sending the plagues “in order to proclaim My name through all the earth” (Exodus 9:16).

God informed Moses that He would establish Israel so that “all the peoples of the earth will see

that you are called by the name of the LORD” (Deuteronomy 28:10). Joshua told Israel that

God dried up the waters of the Jordan “so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the

hand of the LORD is mighty” (Joshua 4:24). David challenged Goliath that the results of his

death would be “that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel” (1 Samuel

17:46).Solomon prayed that God’s attention to the prayers of the aliens who lived within the

borders of Israel would be a testimony “in order that all the peoples of the earth may know Your

name, to fear You, as do Your people Israel” (1 Kings 8:43). The psalmist prayed that “all the

ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD” (Psalm 22:27), “that Your way may be

known on earth, Your salvation among all nations” (67:2), and that “all nations will be blessed

through him” (72:17 NIV). In Isaiah, God said, “I will…make You a light of the nations…that My

salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (49:6). Jeremiah forecast a time when “the

nations” would hear of all the good God does for Jerusalem and, as a result, will exhibit fear

and trembling (33:9). The choice of Israel was not redemptive solely for Israel, but also

missional in messaging the possibilities of blessing to the nations.Repository of the TruthGod

revealed Himself in the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings of the Hebrew Scriptures, all of

which were designed to lead people to Jesus the Messiah (Luke 24:44). All three portions

record the words and works of God in His dealings with Israel as unique among the nations. As

the chosen people of God, Israel was an advantaged people “entrusted with the oracles of

God” (Romans 3:1-2). Paul, in his treatise on the purposes of God for Israel, wrote, “…

Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the

giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, and from

whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever.

Amen” (Romans 9:4-5). Israel was not chosen to serve merely as a depository to hold the

truth, but as a repository to relay the truth to her own people as well as all others. Gerald

McDermott, in his discovery of the role of Israel, wrote,One of my “Aha!” moments was the day

I started to see a pattern to the biblical story in both Testaments. The pattern moves from the

particular to the universal. God uses the particular (a particular person or people) to bring

blessing to the universal (the world). In the Old Testament, God uses a particular man

(Abraham) and his people (the Jews) to bring blessing to their neighbors and to the world (the

universal).1God wanted a people who would be a showcase for both His redeeming grace and

His righteous judgment. I love how our friends at One for Israel put it on their website: God

wanted a “flagship” nation that was an example to the world—not of how they behave, but of

how He behaves.2Newspaper: What Is the Ongoing Conflict in the Middle East?States and

governments emerging out of wars often struggle for legitimacy at home and abroad. One does

not need to listen long or read very widely to be exposed to the competing narratives for

identity, legitimacy, and security on the eastern coastal territory of the Mediterranean. The

modern narrative can be briefly summarized as follows.The claims to the land by Israel are

religiously rooted in the promise to Abraham and his descendants. This promise was outlined

in passages such as Genesis 15:18-21; Numbers 34:1-12; and Joshua 1:4. That land was also

the site of the ancient kingdoms of Saul, David, and Solomon, which later divided into the two

kingdoms of Israel and Judah. Along with the argument of historical possession and continuity



come the political arguments, which include the natural right of self-determination—the need

for a Jewish homeland for the preservation of a people, their language, culture, protection, and

international recognition, specifically the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and UN Resolution 181 in

1947.Those who are called Palestinians claim the land has been theirs by virtue of their

continuous residency and the fact they were the demographic majority until the war of 1948.

Whereas Israel uses the Balfour Declaration of 1917 in support of their legitimacy in the region,

the Palestinians argue the Declaration was not implemented as conditioned and parts of it

were ignored by Israel, specifically the section that reads as follows:His Majesty’s Government

view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and

will use their best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly

understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of

existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews

in any other country.3The Palestinians’ religious argument also goes back to Abraham—they

argue that because Ishmael was the firstborn, the right of inheritance should be theirs. Other

voices in the Arab world trace their origins to the ancient Philistines of Bible times, who existed

in the region before the Israelites conquered the Promised Land.Since the War of

Independence in 1948, Israel has secured its borders through successive wars, including the

Six-Day War in June 1967, during which Israel gained control of the Sinai Peninsula, the West

Bank, Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights. In the 1973 Yom Kippur War, Israel took over more

territory in Syria and Egypt. There remains a continuing conflict between the Jews and the

Arabs over Israel’s right to existence and its boundaries, and whether a one- or two-state

solution is more ideal.The two-state solution, which would provide for independent Israeli and

Palestinian states in the region, has been the favored option since the days of the British

Mandate. However, history has shown that a two-state solution seems to be a nonstarter

because of the persistent Arab opposition to the idea of an independent sovereign Jewish

state, as well as the lack of consensus over• where to establish the border lines• who would

control Jerusalem• what rights the Palestinian refugees would have• how many Jewish

settlements are permitted in disputed territories• the military security necessary for Israel’s

survivalThe one-state solution proposes resolving the conflict by establishing a confederated

Israeli-Palestinian state encompassing all the territories of the region—territories that are

presently divided. Two different versions have been advanced: The first is a single true

democracy wherein the Arab Muslims would outnumber the Jews, effectively eliminating the

Jewish state. The second suggests that Israel annex the region and either force vast numbers

of Palestinians to leave or deny them the right to vote. Most reject this solution as seriously

violating the inhabitants’ civil rights. That’s why neither the one- or two-state solution has

prevailed. The conflict continues, often resulting in isolated or more highly organized acts of

aggression with the expected defensive responses from those who are under attack.The

Church—Why Is There Such a Difference of Opinion?A recent 2017 LifeWay Survey

measuring evangelical attitudes toward Israel and the Jewish people reveals a shifting

landscape.4 While the results are generally favorable, there is concern that some in the

younger generation may not be as positive toward Israel as their parents. This may be because

the Holocaust and rebirth of modern Israel in 1948 are further in the rearview mirror for the

younger generations.At the press conference releasing the results of the survey—held on

December 4, 2017, at the National Press Club in Washington, DC—Joel Rosenberg made the

following statement:Millennials are sending the Church a sobering message. At the moment,

they’re not against Israel. Not at all. But the survey makes it clear that many of them really don’t

understand Israel’s place in the biblical narrative. Thus, their support for Israel is nearly twenty



points less than their parents and grandparents. Now, extrapolate that going forward. Unless

the Church gives younger believers a healthy, balanced, solidly biblical understanding of God’s

love and plan for Israel, overall Evangelical support for the Jewish State could very well

plummet over the next decade as Millennials represent an ever-larger percentage of the overall

Church body.5With the widespread perception that Israel has managed to decisively win its

wars and establish itself as a first-world economy, concerns for the plight of the Palestinians

has gained much press coverage and garnered sympathy that assumes the Palestinians are a

misplaced and persecuted people. Part of the purpose of this book is to provide a biblical

perspective of Israel—her past, present, and future—and, at the same time, advance a biblical

perspective of justice, righteousness, and peace for everyone. Whether Jewish, Arab, or of

some other ethnicity, every person has been created in the image of God and is the object of

God’s love, and therefore is a candidate for the gospel.Undoubtedly the shift in perception has

also been fueled by a growing influence of replacement theology, or supersessionism. This is

the view that the New Testament church supersedes, replaces, or fulfills Israel’s place in God’s

plan. Michael J. Vlach, in his book Has the Church Replaced Israel? (see also chapter 13 of

this book), writes,Supersessionism…appears to be based on two core beliefs: (1) the nation

Israel has somehow completed or forfeited its status as the people of God and will never again

possess a unique role or function apart from the church, and (2) the church is now the true

Israel that has permanently replaced or superseded national Israel as the people of God. In the

context of Israel and the church, Supersessionism is the view that the NT Church is the new

and/or true Israel that has forever superseded the nation Israel as the people of God.6In

response, the contributors of this book agree with Scot McKnight’s conclusion that

“replacement theology is an unbiblical doctrine that violates clear statements in both the Old

and New Testaments that teach and affirm a national salvation and restoration of

Israel.”7Supersessionists spiritualize the land promises made to Israel and make them

applicable to the worldwide church. While the mission of the church certainly includes all the

nations, that does not have to invalidate the particular and special meaning of the land for

Israel. The silence of the New Testament about land promises is not conclusive evidence in

support of those who hold that the land is not a factor in the New Testament era. Noteworthy is

the fact that 80 percent of those surveyed today believe that God’s promise to Abraham

includes the preservation of the Jewish people, including their ultimate right to the land given to

them.8Telescope: Is There a Future for Ethnic Israel?In contrast to the supersessionist view,

the contributors to this book will argue that the term Israel, whether in historical or prophetic

Scripture texts, always refers to ethnic Israel. While the first section of this chapter dealt with

the nature and purposes of God’s choice of Israel historically, this final section looks to the

future. Replete throughout the Bible are passages that present Israel and especially Jerusalem

as the geographical center of end-time events. Those events include the regathering and

restoration of Israel, the second coming of Christ, and His earthly messianic reign.The

Regathering of IsraelWhat God has planned for Israel’s future is in keeping with His continuing

self-revelation to the nations. According to Isaiah 11:12, a reunification and regathering of

Israel was anticipated: “He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the banished

ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”

Likewise, Jeremiah 30:3 promises, “ ‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will

restore the fortunes of My people Israel and Judah.’ The LORD says, ‘I will also bring them

back to the land that I gave to their forefathers and they shall possess it.’ ”God’s promise of a

future for the people and land of Israel did not mean the inhabitants would dwell there without

interruption. In fact, multiple Bible passages present God’s warning that disobedience could



mean servitude to foreign nations and even extended periods of exile and dispersion.9 Yet with

the warning of discipline came God’s reassuring covenant commitment as exemplified in

Leviticus 26:44-45: “In spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject

them, nor will I so abhor them as to destroy them, breaking My covenant with them; for I am the

LORD their God. But I will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors, whom I

brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God. I am the

LORD.”Some maintain the regathering of the Jewish people from Babylon was the fulfillment of

these prophecies. However, two observations should be made. First, Isaiah 11:11 says they will

be gathered “the second time.” The regathering from Babylon was the first time they came back

to the land. And second, Isaiah 11:12 says they would be gathered “from the four corners of

the earth.” That cannot refer to the regathering from Babylon, which was from only one country.

So a future event was in mind. The preservation of Israel during their dispersions was also

prophesied—in Jeremiah 31:35-37, God said the Jewish nation would remain intact as long as

the sun, moon, and stars were around.Promises of a final return are also recorded in multiple

passages,10 and they clearly include the land as part of the restoration. For example, Ezekiel

11:16-17 states, “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Though I had removed them far away among the

nations and though I had scattered them among the countries, yet I was a sanctuary for them a

little while in the countries where they had gone.’ Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “I

will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries among which you have

been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel”’ ” (see also Amos 9:14-15). Amazingly,

Ezekiel 39:27-28 promises that not one Israelite would be left behind when God accomplishes

the final regathering of His people.Ezekiel 37:11-14 leaves no question that the Jewish people

will be gathered from all over the world to the land of Israel before the Spirit is placed within

them. Thus Israel’s current lack of faith in God is in perfect harmony with the condition

described in Ezekiel 37. However, Ezekiel went on to declare that a bright day is coming for the

people of Israel, spiritually and physically—a day when she will be redeemed from all of her

wanderings (Ezekiel 11:17-21; 36:24-28). She will return her focus upon her Lord, and the

purpose for which she was originally set apart—to lead the other nations to a knowledge of the

Lord—will take center stage (Zechariah 12:10).The Salvation of IsraelIn the New Testament,

Romans 11:28-29 is a key passage indicating the continuing status of the Abrahamic covenant

and its promises for Israel. “From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake,

but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts

and the calling of God are irrevocable.” Even in their unbelief Israel remains the chosen, and

the blessings that came with that choice are permanent. In Romans 11, Paul affirmed that the

rejection of Israel is not complete on account of a remnant of believers (verse 5). That rejection

is not final; there is coming a day when all Israel will be saved (verse 26).The hardness and the

blindness of the nation was partial because not every Israelite refused to believe (verse 25). In

addition, the Jews’ rejection of Jesus is temporary in that it will last until the fullness of the

Gentiles is accomplished (verse 25). Paul argued on the basis of Isaiah 59:20-21 that the

conversion of Israel would come though faith in the Messiah, who will come from Zion and save

them in keeping with the covenant He has with them (verses 26-27).Seeking Greater ClarityIt

is important to think about Israel because of why God chose the people, preserved them, and

made promises to them. Has He cancelled His covenants? Has He fulfilled them in Jesus

Christ? Or has He transferred the covenants to the church? Are there cohesive arguments in

response to those who believe that last scenario is the case? Does Israel have a legitimate

right to possess the land even in their unbelief? Who should have the rights to govern

Jerusalem today? How should a believer respond to the political climate surrounding the



Middle East? What is the righteous response to both the Jews and the Palestinian Arabs in the

region, and what responsibility does one have to the believing communities of both? Do ethnic

traditions retained in the congregations of believers help unite or tend to divide the church?

These are just a few of the topics we will cover in the chapters to follow. May we together pray

for the peace of Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6) and proclaim Jesus Messiah as Lord (2 Corinthians

4:5) and ourselves as the servants of others for the sake of our Savior!PART 1What Should We

Think About Israel’s Politics?What Should We Think About the Zionist Movement?THOMAS

ICEZionism is both maligned and misunderstood in the mainstream media. In the Middle East

it is equated with racism and occupation, yet in the West, many Christians identify themselves

as Christian Zionists. What is the basis for Zionism, and how have its tenets historically

influenced political action on behalf of the Jewish people and the state of Israel?For nearly

2,000 years, the Jewish Passover ritual has concluded with the statement, “Next year in

Jerusalem!” Regardless of what one may think about the Zionist movement, it was the

instrument God used to bring about the reestablishment of the modern Jewish state of Israel. It

enabled Jews to realize the dream of “next year in Jerusalem.”The Zionist movement refers to

“the movement whose goal was the return of the Jewish people to Erez Israel”1 and “the

creation and support of a Jewish national state in Palestine, the ancient homeland of the Jews,

the Land of Israel.”2The History of ZionismThe modern Zionist movement arose in Europe

during the late 1800s because of the renewed persecution of the Jewish people simply

because they were Jews. Earlier it was thought by many Jews that the secularization of Europe

would result in their being accepted into society in general on the basis of merit—they believed

that by this time, their ethnic distinctive had been minimized, but that was not the case. The

direction in which culture grew led to the rise of a secular rather than religious basis for Gentile

anti-Semitism.It was in the context of anti-Semitism that the Zionist movement was born. “The

Jewish national revival which took place in the nineteenth century, culminating in political

Zionism, was preceded by a great many activities and publications, by countless projects,

declarations and meetings; thousands of Jews had in fact settled in Palestine before Herzl ever

thought of a Jewish state.”3 Theodor Herzl (1860–1904) recognized where history was headed

and organized and put into motion a vision that resulted in the reestablishment of the modern

state of Israel about fifty years later. “As historic movements go, Zionism had a speedy

passage from inception to realization, whether we consider it to have begun with the meteoric

appearance of Herzl in 1896, or with the upsurge of Chibat Zion in 1881.”4There has always

been a Jewish presence in Jerusalem for more than 3,000 years, even though at times there

was only a small, suppressed remnant. The modern surge of Jews returning to the land in an

effort to resettle Eretz Israel is thought to have begun in 1881—the year pogroms began under

the “iron czar” Nicholas I in Russia, leading to an effort by some Eastern European Jews in the

Pale to make alijah to Israel.5 However, there is evidence that “the cause, the concept of Zion,

has been present throughout Jewish history.”6Before the rise of the enlightenment in Europe

(early 1700s), virtually all Jews were part of what we would think of today as the Orthodox

community. Before the beginning of the nation-states in Europe, Gentiles were thought to be

members of the broader Christian or Islamic empires. As nationalism arose across Europe,

many Jewish businessmen became prosperous and became part of the growing upper class

and had hoped to achieve acceptance within society. Yet anti-Semitic outbreaks continued to

occur all throughout Europe, causing many Jews to realize they would never be accepted into

the mainstream of European life.The Divine Purpose and ZionismTheodor Herzl, an Austrian

newspaper correspondent in Paris, was the instrument God used to draw many other similarly

concerned Jews together to form a coalition that would lead to the reestablishment of the



modern state of Israel on May 14, 1948. I believe, with all of its perceived faults, Zionism arose

in the fullness of time in order to bring into existence the modern state of Israel. After all, the

ancient Jewish prophets had written of a future seven-year tribulation, the salvation of Israel,

and the return of Christ to planet Earth—prophecies that, in order to be fulfilled, required Israel

to exist as a nation again.Herzl was the driving force in the rise and organization of the Zionist

movement, especially in relation to its political developments. Because he was not a devoutly

religious Jew, his motivation for the resurrection of the Jewish state was to create a place of

safety in the midst of a rising tide of anti-Semitism. Herzl’s instincts proved to be right as

illustrated by all that took place to bring about the conditions that made the Holocaust possible.

Thus, in the Zionist movement we see a merging of the theological belief in a future restoration

of the Jews to Israel as part of the end-time drama with the more practical desire to protect the

Jewish people from Gentile persecution.That Herzl had a sense of foreboding about the future

—about the possibility of persecution on the scale of the Nazi Holocaust appears evident from

Herzl’s response to a writer of his time. This response is brought to our attention by Israeli

prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu:Herzl wanted to hear from Nordau’s reaction to his thesis

that the Jews of Europe were being placed in unprecedented danger by the rise of anti-

Semitism. This would produce Jewish activists for Communism, he suspected, and further grist

for the anti-Semites. Such developments, Herzl believed, would lead to catastrophe, not only

for the Jews but for Europe as a whole. The only solution was the immediate establishment of a

Jewish state and the exodus of the persecuted Jews to it.7Anti-Semitism and ZionismAnti-

Semitism was the primary factor that motivated the Jews to return to their homeland in the

Middle East. The Encyclopedia Judaica defines anti-Semitism as “denoting all forms of hostility

manifested toward the Jews throughout history.”8 The modern expressions of Jew-hatred

certainly qualify as anti-Semitism. By the time of Augustine in the early 400s, it was widely

believed that Christianity had conquered and totally replaced Judaism. “Their existence was

further justified by the service they rendered to the Christian truth in attesting through their

humiliation the triumph of the church over the synagogue.”9 Such thinking within Christendom

paved the way for a millennium and a half of horrific treatment by many—including by those

within the church—culminating in the Holocaust. Today’s greatest threat against the Jews

comes from Islam because Arabs believe that the land Israel occupies should be under their

rule. And with the rapid growth of Muslim populations all across Europe, we are seeing a

corresponding reawakening of anti-Semitism in Europe.Over the last 300 years, the world has

become increasingly secular. This trend has even manifested itself within Jewish and Christian

circles. Before modern times, cultures were molded primarily by the religious values of a

community. From the time the Jews were scattered after the destruction of the Temple up to the

enlightenment and the rise of the modern day, the Jewish community existed primarily under

Orthodox influence because of almost universal persecution. During this time, the

overwhelmingly dominant view within the Jewish community was a focus on a promised

Messiah who would come and make possible their return to the Promised Land. This is still a

widely held perspective among a number of Orthodox communities, including those that are

present in Israel today. But it was largely in the less religious Jewish communities that Zionism

grew and made a concerted effort to encourage Jews to return to Israel.The Bible and

ZionismClearly it was the secular leadership of the Zionist movement—which includes Chaim

Weizmann (1874–1952), the first president of Israel, and David Ben-Gurion (1886–1973)—that

spearheaded the foundation of the modern state of Israel. However, the Bible (both the Old and

New Testaments) contains a future agenda for the Jewish people as the nation of Israel. If the

Bible is one’s authority, one must conclude that it was almighty God who scattered His chosen



people, preserved them as a distinct entity, and still has yet-unfulfilled plans for them

individually and corporately. That God has a plan in place for the Jewish people is all the more

plausible when one considers that the Jews are the only people group in the history of the

world who have been kicked out of their land, scattered across the globe, and yet maintained

their ethnic identity and returned to their national homeland.A look at Scripture shows there are

a significant number of prophecies yet to be fulfilled for God’s elect nation and the world as a

whole. As stated earlier, for these prophecies to become reality, Israel must exist as a nation.

This is why Israel is considered God’s “super sign” of the end times. The fact that God has

recalled His chosen people to their homeland appears to be a prophetic indication that He is

on the verge of moving to the next stage of history, transitioned by the rapture of the church,

followed by the seven-year tribulation, and culminating in Christ’s return and reign on planet

Earth for 1,000 years.A number of Old Testament passages predicted Israel’s state of unbelief

during her time of global dispersion (Leviticus 26:42,44-45; Deuteronomy 4:25-31; 28:64-68;

32:20-22). However, many more passages speak of an end-time regathering back to the land

in relation to events that will lead to the nation entering a time of right relationship with the Lord

their God, resulting in great blessing to Israel and the world. The outline of Israel’s history and

future blessing begins in Genesis and is expanded upon in Leviticus and Deuteronomy. The

book of Revelation, which looks to the future, displays a glorious climax not only for Israel, but

for all the world. This time of future blessing is mentioned and expanded upon by every

prophetic book in the Old Testament except Jonah.10 Further, many passages in the Old

Testament look forward to a glorious future for the nation of Israel. Among them are Genesis

12:7; 13:14-15; 15:18; 17:8; 28:1; Leviticus 26:33,43; Deuteronomy 26:9; 30:1-11; Joshua

24:20-28; 2 Samuel 7:11-16; Ezra 4:1-3; and Psalm 102:13-20.Prophetic Interpretation and

ZionismToday it is said about 43 percent of the world’s Jewish population resides in Israel (6.5

million Jews, about 75 percent of the total population).11 When the nation was founded on May

14, 1948, the Jewish population in the land was about 650,000.12 Of course, we will not know

what percentage of the Jewish people will be in the land and what percentage will remain in

the diaspora once the seven-year tribulation commences. With the ratio of the dispersion of

Jewish people worldwide and in the land each approaching 50 percent, it appears we are

seeing the stage be set for tribulation events.The rise of the Zionist movement not only gave

birth to the modern state of Israel, it also excited those Christians who take Bible prophecy

literally. The events of the Reformation began to pave the way for a return of awareness within

Protestantism of a future for Jewish Israel, which was a stark contrast to more than a

millennium of anti-Semitism within Christendom, usually led by the church itself. “Neither

Luther nor Calvin saw a future general conversion of the Jews promised in Scripture; some of

their contemporaries, however, notably Martin Bucer and Peter Martyr, who taught at

Cambridge and Oxford respectively in the reign of Edward VI, did understand the Bible to

teach a future calling of the Jews.”13 It appears that near the end of the Reformation there was

some movement toward a belief in the conversion of the Jews, which would eventually grow

into the belief of a national restoration of the Jews to their land. This movement would grow

and flourish, especially among the Puritans, and give rise to today’s widely held belief among

Bible-believing Christians in a future for national Israel and the Jewish people.Even though the

Reformation laid the groundwork for a proper recognition of the biblical teaching about Israel,

Reformers like Martin Luther (1483–1546) carried Rome’s anti-Semitism into some aspects of

Protestantism. Early in his ministry Luther spoke favorably of the Jews in an effort to convert

them, but when they did not respond positively, he turned against them with a vigor that would

have made any Catholic medievalist proud. Andrew Robinson summarizes Luther’s ungodly



rants against the Jews:Luther frequently referred to the Jews as “idle and lazy,” “useless,”

“impenitent, accursed people,” “consummate liars,” “boastful arrogant rascals,” “bloodhounds,”

“murderers,” and the “vilest whores and rogues under the sun.” He accused them of poisoning

wells, assassination, ritual murder, branding them collectively as “venomous serpents and

devil’s children.” He attacked “their accursed rabbis, which wantonly poison the minds of their

poor youth and the common man, to divert them from the truth.”14It is not surprising that 400

years later, the German people followed a leader like Adolph Hitler, who quoted favorably from

Luther three times in his book Mein Kampf.In England, sentiments toward the Jews followed a

different track. Thomas Brightman (1552–1607), likely a postmillennialist, wrote concerning the

Jews, “What, shall they return to Jerusalem again? There is nothing more certain; the prophets

do everywhere confirm it.”15 In America, one of the standout advocates of the restoration

doctrine was Increase Mather (1639–1723), the son of Richard and father of Cotton. Increase

wrote more than 100 books and was a president of Harvard College. His first work, The

Mystery of Israel’s Salvation, went through about a half dozen revisions during his life.16 His

support of the national restoration of Israel to her land in the future was typical of American

Colonial Puritans and was generally widespread. Carl Ehle notes:The first salient school of

thought in American history that advocated a national restoration of the Jews to Palestine was

resident in the first native-born generation at the close of the seventeenth century in which

Increase Mather played a dominate role. The men who held this view were Puritans…From

that time on, the doctrine of restoration may be said to have become endemic to American

culture.17Why such a sea change after hundreds of years of vehement Jew hatred within the

church? The main gift of the Reformation was that of the Bible in the language of the people.

“The reformation opened men’s eyes to the Scriptures,” notes Gruber. “Its entire thrust was to

turn away from the traditions of men which had nullified the Word of God, and to examine the

Word itself.”18 When one is influenced by what the Bible itself says, then one will no doubt see

a future for Israel in both testaments. Michael Pragai explains:The growing importance of the

English Bible was a concomitant of the spreading Reformation, and it is true to say that the

Reformation would never have taken hold had the Bible not replaced the Pope as the ultimate

spiritual authority. With the Bible as its tool, the Reformation returned to the geographic origins

of Christianity in Palestine. It thereby gradually diminished the authority of Rome.19Christianity

and ZionismThe simple provision of the Bible in the native tongue of the people, which gave

rise to their ongoing reading and familiarization of it, especially the Old Testament, was the soil

in which Christian Zionism could flourish. The Reformation not only restored the gospel but

also reestablished the literal hermeneutic by which to properly read Scripture. It was a short

step from a near-consensus belief in the conversion of the Jews to the widely held view among

post-Reformation Puritans in the restoration of Israel to her covenant land. Many Puritans of

the seventeenth century taught the restoration of the Jews to the Holy Land.In this way

Protestant Christianity accomplished the great task of turning many segments of Christendom

away from the Jew-hatred of Romanism and Greek Orthodoxy to philo-Semitism over a 300-

year period to become the dominant view within evangelicalism in our day. Israel and the Jews

were seen once again as the heroes and keys to the understanding of the Bible and the future.

It is also important to note that within God’s plan for history, it was the pro-Israel nations that

went on to grow in stature and play a role in the reestablishment of the land of Israel as the

homeland of the Jewish people. One might think God favored those nations at that time, at

least in part, as a means of restoring Israel.In Anticipation of What Is to ComeThe Zionist

movement, though largely secular, combined with a Protestant return to the literal reading of

the term Israel in the Bible, served the means our sovereign Lord used to regather the Jewish



people and reestablish the state of Israel. This nation has been an important cog in God’s plan

as history moves forward. The Zionist movement has not been flawless or consistently biblical;

however, through God’s sovereign oversight, it has put into place the things that are necessary

for the Bible’s end-time prophecies to be fulfilled. Israel’s current situation has God’s chosen

people on the precipice to fulfill hundreds of prophecies that will come into play after the

rapture of the church, during the seven-year tribulation, and up to the rescue and salvation of

Israel at Jesus’ second coming. The stage is now set, and the church awaits the lifting of the

curtain via the rapture of Christians worldwide. For now, the church’s task is to faithfully preach

the gospel, teach God’s Word, and serve the Lord—with one eye on the eastern sky in

anticipation of the rapture.CHAPTER 1READER RESPONSEWhat Should We Think About the

Zionist Movement?WHAT DO YOU THINK?I agree with the author onI disagree with the author

becauseWhat was news to me?How does this change the way I think about Israelis and the

Zionist movement?What Should We Think About the Modern State of Israel?STEVEN

CHARLES GERThe modern state of Israel is often differentiated from ancient Israel as a

nation. Is this distinction legitimate in terms of the people group who claim historic rights in the

land? Is there evidence for historic continuity between the ancient and modern people who

comprise Israel, and has the history of Israel revealed a special purpose for the Jewish people?

As long as in the heart within the Jewish soul yearns, And toward the eastern edges, onward,

an eye gazes toward Zion. Our hope is not yet lost, the hope that is two thousand years old, To

be a free nation in our land, the Land of Zion, Jerusalem. Hatikvah (The Hope), national

anthem of IsraelRare is the individual without an opinion regarding the modern state of Israel.

The legitimacy of Israel’s formation in 1948 and its very raison d’etre as the world’s sole Jewish

state continue to evoke passionate and often diametrically divergent views. It is not uncommon

for people to fail to grasp the fundamental matters with regard to differentiating between the

Jewish people, the ancient nation of Israel, and the modern state.1In an effort to clarify how we

might think about the modern state of Israel, this chapter will address the relationship between

the land of Israel and the Jewish people in two specific areas. First, the history of the Jewish

people will be traced in relation to the land of Israel. This will be followed by an exploration of

the Jewish people’s unceasing national hope regarding the land. The historical and

genealogical continuity between ancient Israelites of biblical times and modern Israelis

currently populating the nation will be patently evident.The Land in the People of Israel’s

HistoryAt the establishment of the modern Jewish state on May 14, 1948, the Jewish People’s

Council approved the nation’s declaration of independence, which begins, “The Land of Israel

was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and political identity was

shaped. Here they first attained to statehood…After being forcibly exiled from their land, the

people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their

return to it and for the restoration in it of their political freedom.”Beginning with the Bible,

Israel’s ancient foundational Scriptures, the record shows that the people and the land of Israel

are inextricably connected. That tenacious connection linking a specific people to a specific

land can be traced over a period of four millennia. The origins of this connection began with

highly specific promises of land possession from God to the forefathers of the Jewish people,

Abraham,2 Isaac,3 and Jacob.4 The connection continues during the nation’s absence from

their land during the formative sojourn and servitude in Egypt5 and extends through their

fourteenth-century BC return and conquest of the land.6 The ties between people and land are

further strengthened under Israel’s period of monarchy, particularly following David’s

appointment of Jerusalem as the national capital and his heir Solomon’s construction of the

Temple.7Following a civil war, for the next two centuries, the nation was divided into northern



and southern kingdoms. In 722 BC, the northern kingdom was destroyed by the Assyrians and

its population deported. The southern kingdom, known as Judah,8 remained free and

independent for another century. As the sixth century BC dawned, Judah was conquered by

the Babylonian Empire, with most of Judah’s inhabitants forced into captivity and dispersed

throughout the empire’s territories. Following Persia’s conquest of Babylon seven decades

later, a minority of the exiled Judean populace were permitted to return home to rebuild their

ruined Temple along with their capital, Jerusalem. For roughly the next 2,500 years, the status

quo of the Jewish people was to be geographically divided, with a substantial remnant residing

within the land of promise and the remainder distributed throughout various nations.By the

close of the fourth century BC, Judah came under a new world power as Persia yielded to

Greece.9 The Greek occupation of Judah, now known as Judea, created religious and cultural

tensions that fueled the Maccabean revolt against Greece.10 A remarkable Jewish victory led

to a triumphal return to national self-determination under the Jewish Hasmonean dynasty and

a geographic expansion of borders reminiscent of the glorious era of David and

Solomon.Following a century of independence, the ascendant Roman Empire inaugurated a

new occupation of Judea in AD 63. Even so, Roman technology enabled the scattered

diaspora Jews to return regularly for festival worship at Jerusalem’s Temple, reinforcing the

people’s ties to the land.11The Jews staged two lengthy, violent, and costly revolts against their

Roman occupiers. The first, from AD 66–73, resulted in the sacking of Jerusalem and

destruction of the Jewish Temple. The result was more than one million Jews killed and

100,000 enslaved and deported.12 Defeat notwithstanding, the Jewish population in the land

still numbered more than a million, with cities and towns largely remaining intact.13Six

decades later, the Jewish population recovered sufficiently to stage a second revolt that took

place AD 132–135. This conflict against Rome resulted in wholesale Jewish casualties,

enslavement, and enforced deportation numbering into the hundreds of thousands.14 Rome

renamed Jerusalem Aelia Capitolina, exiling Jewish residents from their holy city and

redistributing them elsewhere in the land. The province of Judea was merged with its

neighboring province, Syria, and renamed Syria Palestina. This new name, a humiliating

reference to the ancient archetypal foes of Israel, the Philistines,15 was to serve as a continual

reminder of Judea’s disgrace and defeat. Thereafter, from AD 135 until 1948, Palestine was the

acknowledged name of the ancient Jewish homeland. This marks the terminus of the first

Jewish nation-state’s fifteen-century-long existence. This event punctuates the start of an

eighteen-century period when the territory now known as Palestine became a subordinate

province subject to the rule of a succession of several world empires.These seismic events

caused the Jewish population’s center of gravity to shift from Judea to the diaspora. Yet

substantial Jewish population centers remained throughout Palestine and retained majority

status for centuries.16 Certain regions, such as the Galilee, served as influential nuclei of

Judaism’s theological development for centuries. For 1,800 years, Palestine was never absent

a significant, albeit minority, Jewish population. By the middle of the fourth century, Jerusalem

had regained its name and the Jews of Palestine once again had permission to reside in their

holy city.The Roman Empire gave way to that of the Byzantine, which in turn gave way in the

seventh century to conquest by Islam. Under Islam, substantial numbers of Jewish people,

while subjugated, remained protected within their promised land, notwithstanding the

imposition of Islam’s humiliating and restrictive dhimmi system.17 Arguably, the Jews who were

forced to endure the oppression of dhimmi status under Islam were better off than their

brethren dispersed throughout Christendom. For the crime of being Jewish, those communities

were regularly subjected to intensive bouts of persecution, including capricious torture,



massacre, or exile.Beginning in 1095, Crusaders were commissioned by European

Christendom to liberate the Holy Land from the control of Islam. Over a period of two centuries,

successive waves of Crusaders washed over the Holy Land, and control of Palestine fluctuated

between Christians and Muslims. Often crushed in the middle were those Jewish communities

situated en route from Europe to Palestine. Crusaders repeatedly massacred entire

communities of Jews for their refusal to forcibly convert to Christianity.Later, as the intensity of

the Crusades waned, conditions became more favorable in Palestine as it remained under

Crusader rule.18 In the Crusaders’ wake came large numbers of European Jews who were

eager to permanently relocate back to Palestine so they could escape inquisitions, exiles,

persecutions, forced conversions, and other European torments.19In 1571, as the Ottoman

Empire expanded, the Turks gained control of Palestine. This provided four centuries of political

stability to the region. During this century the Ottoman ruler Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent

rebuilt the city walls upon the remains of the ancient walls. In the centuries that followed, the

Turks treated the province of Syria Palestine as a faraway backwater with little political

significance and paid the region scant attention. In his classic 1867 travelogue of Palestine,

The Innocents Abroad, Mark Twain relayed in prodigious detail his impressions of the land’s

stark desolation and sparse habitation, with the exception of Jerusalem and a few other

areas,20 remarking that Palestine “sits in sackcloth and ashes,” “desolate and unlovely.”21By

this time, the population of Jewish communities within Palestine was a fraction of what it had

been in past eras.22 Persecution, poverty, epidemics, and earthquakes all played roles in

decimating the populace. Still, during the 400 years of Turkish rule, it was generally safe to be

Jewish. This was not the case throughout many regions of Europe and North Africa, and

immigration to Palestine continued as Jews fled intensified persecution. Palestinian Judaism

thrived throughout the land, particularly in majority Jewish cities like Jerusalem, Sfad, Tiberius,

and Hebron, the four holy cities of Judaism.23 Palestine’s Jewish population began

experiencing an exponential uptick that would see the people increase from 24,000 in 1882 to

85,000 as the twentieth century dawned.24The Land in the People of Israel’s HopeIn an

ancient psalm composed by Babylon’s Jewish exiles some 2,600 years ago, we read of the

inextricable links between the land of Israel and Jewish identity and origins: “How can we sing

the LORD’s song in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget her

skill. May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not exalt

Jerusalem above my chief joy” (Psalm 137:4-6). The connection spoken of by the psalmist is so

profoundly fundamental to the Jewish psyche that it can neither be severed nor reduced even

during periods of the people’s physical absence from their land. Jewish history records only

three periods of absence in whole or in major part: a four-century duration of Egyptian sojourn,

seven decades of the sixth-century Babylonian exile, and the eighteen-century diaspora that

concluded in May 1948. The sustained use of the term diaspora—that is, “those dispersed from

their land,” illustrates the point.
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Dan Baxley, “An interesting book worth the read. Randall Price never fails to excite one's own

bible study and helping to grow in knowledge. One of the signs of the End Times, right? So

says Daniel 12:4. This book, by Randall Price, is just such and example of knowledge. Price

has put together the writings of several authors, each chapter devoted to a different author on

the subject of Israel. From this you gain the knowledge of several minds recognized in the field

of Evangelicals as authorities in the Word. Although, most, if not all of these authors are

pretribers, meaning they believe in the Rapture doctrine, the info in this good and the views are

very informative and thought provoking. As for Knowledge being a sign of the End Times,

well, knowledge has been growing and growing and growing from the beginning of time but it

is this time we live in that knowledge about everything has grown to such a degree that it has

become a distraction from some of the simple truths and warnings, even, found in the inspired

words of our Creator and His offering to mankind. Then, again, what an opportunity to grow in

knowledge of Him, just as the Apostle Peter encourages the believer to do -- 2 Pet 3:16-18.

Kind of like a double edge sword, able to cut both ways. This book, put together by Randall

Price will not disappoint and is worth a read.”

Dave Martin, “A great book. What Should We Think About Israel was well written, an eye

opener. Any one who claims they are a Christian needs to read this book. Price dispells a lot

false thinking and teaching about Israel. He backs.up what he is saying with many scriptures. It

would be hard to refute the evidence.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “What we should think about Israel.. J. Randall Price received a Ph.D.

from the University of Texas and is Distinguished Research Professor of Biblical and Judaic

Studies at Liberty University. Known as the “real life Indiana Jones” for his work in archaeology,

Price is the author of numerous books, including the Zondervan Handbook of Biblical

Archaeology (2017). This title has an array of well-known contributors such as Walter Kaiser

Jr., Michael Brown, and Andy Woods. The book focuses on Israel’s role in the Middle East

Conflict from a more scholarly viewpoint and answers questions about “what we should think

about” Zionism, Jerusalem, the Temple Mount, the Palestinians, replacement theology, Jews in

world history, and more. The book is aimed at those who feel uninformed or confused about

the complexity of issues Israel faces, especially from a Christian perspective.”

The book by Randall Price has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 27 people have provided feedback.
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